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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Tuesday, March 
23, 2021, called to order at 6:02 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Clarke 

        (All members present from Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 
     Absent:   Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
Approval of Agenda  
 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Cowper, to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Yes: Salemi, Segal, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public      
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
There were no comments.  Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 
 
 
Telegraph Landscaping Update   B4-002-21 
 
Martin provided an update that MDOT said if we wanted to install a berm, it can’t be any closer 
than 15’ from the back of the curb.  Unfortunately that doesn’t leave very much space to create a 
berm.  If we wanted a something high enough, it would have be very wide.  The property goes 
downhill from the curb to the lake.  We would lose all the trees because they would be covered 
up with dirt.  Martin has been working with the engineers on alternatives - making the peak of 
the berm slightly lower, have it steeper on the water side, but that was still going to kill trees.  
Looking at other ways to make it work.  He is investigating a block wall.  It has many pros and 
cons to it, costs, legacy cost, and trees would still need to be planted to make it look nice.  Other 
big concerns are if someone does get over the wall they could not be seen, and graffiti is always 
a problem.  Martin noted he is working with a resident from James K and asked them if they 
would like to get an architect to come up with a plan, he would be happy to look at it.   
 
Clarke knows Martin has diligently been working on this.  He agreed graffiti will probably be a 
problem if they did a wall.   
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Cowper agreed with everything said and added it does affect the residents on Garland also.  He 
hopes a plan will reasonably satisfy all.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the topic for public comment.   
 
Liz Shaw stated she does see that discussions have gone further over the year, which makes them 
happy. They are excited about the positive things that are going to happen.  She asked what the 
timeframe for doing this plan will be.  She doesn’t want to go another summer. She would like to 
see the berm go in now.  If they are going to take more trees down, she wants the berm to go in 
the next day.  Martin stated the goal is to start this summer and have a firm plan for everyone to 
look at soon.   
 
Jan Mafrice concurred with Liz. She doesn’t want to wait anymore.  They would also like to see 
a walking path put back and asked who removed it.  Martin stated there is not a plan for a 
sidewalkh.  MDOT would have to make sure it meets all the safety standards.  He is not saying it 
won’t happen, just not now.  He clarified there was a goat path, dirt trail there.  The city didn’t 
remove the dirt trail. 
 
Pat Hurley suggested they clean out the remaining trees and shrubs and get a fresh start.  It’s all 
scrub trees.  He also suggested additional clearing for the path from James K to Garland.  He 
feels it is frustrating for all the time him and Martin have spent on this with neighbors wanting 
more changes.  He would like to start now with the cleanup of trees and brush.  Residents on 
James K he is sure would help.  Martin asked them all to take a close look at the trees that are 
there.  They are not scrub trees, there  are several large trees that have a canopy.  He is not 
opposed to clearing everything out.  He just wants to make sure everyone knows what is 
involved.   
 
Liz Shaw doesn’t want it more open.  If they are going to clean out then the next day a berm 
needs to go in.   
 
Jan Mafrice concurred with Pat and Liz and is concerned with Martin’s comment of restarting 
the project.  They have lived with this for a year now.  They need that berm now.  
 
Pat Hurley doesn’t believe they need two companies to do the work.  The same company should 
clear the area out and put the berm in. They need more than a berm.  He acknowledged Martin 
asked him if he could get a landscape architect and the company he contacted said they couldn’t 
do the work because they were to busy.  He was hoping to use the city’s landscape architect and 
contractors.   
 
 
2021/2022 Preliminary Budget Discussion  B-001-21 
 
Martin review the documents provided to City Council for goals, capital improvements and 
responsibilities.  He shared budgeted and in progress items, which included telegraph 
landscaping. General fund projects that have been, or will be discussed, and future 
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responsibilities/requirements.  He will investigate additional outsourcing for leaf collection.  
Martin is very happy with the long list of completed items and projects.   
 
The next document covers infrastructure improvements. This document is intended to help us to 
budget and save for now and the future. It shows major infrastructure improvement costs, life 
expectancy of those improvements, and a cost/year so we can budget for them.  It is very helpful 
as a reminder when we look at the expense of things that aren’t currently on our radar for the 
immediate future.  We must save for them.  We used this document when discussing the millage 
proposal that was approved last November.  Normally he shows his projections but stopped 
doing this once the millage was ending and this document replaced it. He asked them to look it 
over and let him know if there is anything they would like to add to the list. 
 
Martin stated he has gotten through the general fund and is working on the remaining funds.  He 
will get the preliminary budget to them soon.   
 
Cowper believes the street lights belong to DTE.  Martin agreed and stated the city pays for 
them, but they are owned by DTE.  Cowper would like to see all street lights replaced with 
LED’s.  He know they will probably follow their own plan.  Martin replied, he will contact DTE 
and ask about it.  Cowper questioned based on this list of infrastructure improvements and 
capital improvement we can funds all these items with the general operating and infrastructure 
millage?  Martin stated we should have enough, but there will likely be a cash flow issue if a 
project goes quicker than the funds come in.   
 
Segal asked if they chose a certain replacement for the roads, total replacement verse 3” overlay, 
can portions of the city be done or does the whole city have to be done together. Martin clarified, 
they would have to do a whole street or block, but can do however many they want to do at a 
time.  Martin is meeting the engineers to come up with a rating for our streets and a program for 
maintaining and replacing.  Some will require total replacement and other they will be able to 
mill and recap it.  Segal asked if there is anyway to control heavy truck/machinery traffic.  
Martin stated the city has spring weight limits but the rest of year, people need those trucks for 
moving, deliveries etc.  Clarke added, the DTE trucks will stop once they move to their new 
location, but heavy trucks will always happen.   
 
Clarke discussed the trail resurfacing.  He asked to consider a frost layer possibly.  He asked if 
paving has ever been looked at.  Martin shared runners and walkers prefer the crushed limestone.  
Also replacing potholes is more expensive.  Clarke just wants to see the trail improved.  It is 
widely used.  Clarke is glad to see the Police Department will be enhancing their car and body 
cameras.   
 
Martin touched on the Relief Bill.  There has been talk Sylvan Lake will receive $183,000, but 
there are strings attached.  We don’t know a lot yet, but we do know we’ll get part of the funds 
this year and the balance next year.  The city will have until December 2024 to spend those 
funds.  We are hoping to hear and understand more in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Mayor Clarke asked if they should discuss marijuana since they are discussing the budget.  
Martin agreed they should but asked to put it at the end of the agenda.   
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State of Emergency     C1-002-21 
 
Martin shared the Open Meetings Act allowed communities to meet remotely.  This ends this 
month, unless the County or local unit declares a local emergency.  Back in December council 
passed a resolution setting rules and guidelines which includes allowing the City Manager to call 
for an emergency.  Attorney Schultz will write a resolution for Martin and the Mayor to sign, and 
City Council can ratify at the next meeting to declare a State of Emergency.  He asked Council to 
give Martin their thoughts on how far they want to extent this out.  Other communities he is 
working with are doing 90 days.   
 
Clarke asked if they could meet together.  Schultz clarified there is a limitation on gatherings, 25 
indoors with social distancing and mask required.  This is by the Department of Health.  For 
Sylvan Lake that will be hard to comply with at the Community Center.  They wouldn’t have to 
debate that with a local State of Emergency.   
 
 
Summer Activities  FR-002-21 
 
Martin addressed the geese issue.  He ordered the equipment to cleanup the parks.  Sylvan -Otter 
will do the nest destruction and he believes they want to do the goose roundup also.  They 
wanted to do it last year but weren’t allowed to.  The equipment won’t  completely eliminate the 
problem.  Segal contacted Good Busters and got a proposal to have dogs come into the park to 
chase geese. These will be trained/certified dogs.  They would use them from May through 
August.  He will have to find out if Council feels it is not working if they can stop.   
 
Next Martin touched on Food Trucks.  They were a big hit last year and he wants to encourage 
more.  Some are being scheduled already.  Dates are on the city calendar.  This leads into the 
Community Center.  Martin has always wanted to use the community center for more than a 
rental venue.  Midge Davidson will be holding another Blood Drive there next month.   This is 
an example of a great community event.  A city event application is being worked on.  Residents 
will have to apply with this application to present their idea.  It is not an automatic approval.  
Martin will look it over and decide if it is an attribute to the city.  He would like Council’s input 
for city events put on by a business, promoting a business.  He wants to make sure they are all on 
the same page.  If an event is truly for the residents then he is ok with it.  He asked Council to 
think about it.  Nothing political would be allowed.  Martin shared the 100th Anniversary for 
Sylvan Lake incorporating into a Village is being planned.  They will have music, food trucks, a 
speaker for the Urban railway and Helen Jane Peters.  Midge Davidson and Kelli Krause are 
leading this event.   
 
Lastly Martin report Jon Farms proposed a community garden to him. This would be for 
residents to plant and maintain a small plot.  It will be by the small out building by the 
Community Center dumpster.  The horseshoe pits will be removed and a fenced garden area will 
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be installed.  If it takes off they will add to it going towards the lake.  Martin is working with Jon 
Farms and the Garden Club.  If it doesn’t work out they will only have a few beds and fence to 
remove.   
 
Council supported Martin in all these activities and thought they were great ideas. 
 
Resident James Shaw asked to include mute swans in the roundup and suggested a boat parade 
with prizes for the 100th celebration.  He asked if the fireworks are going to happen this year.  
Martin couldn’t say at this point.  It will depend on the restrictions.   
 
 
Marijuana Discussion 
 
Cowper asked if they could do this at the next meeting.  Salemi stated he has a hard stop at 7:30 
p.m.  Martin will have it on the next study session agenda.   
 
 
Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                             
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


